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The octagon-shaped structures housing the
Lockwood and Mead pumping powers are a regional
variant of the standard rectangular powerhouses
found in other oil fields. Octagons were builtin this
part of Pennsylvania from ca. 1905 to ca. 1930,
and represent the highest aesthetic development of
otherwise strictly wutilitarian powerhouses.
Construction materials were obtained locally, and

erected by local contractors specializing in pumping
plant construction. These structures appear
identical, but each differs slightly in the framing
layout, interior configuration, and machinery. The
Mead power's rod lines pierce the octagon on two
levels because of that power’s double eccentric,
while the Lockwood power’s single disk allows oll the
rod lines to enter the powerhouse at the same level.
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NOTE: This drawing is a reconstruction of the Power ca. 1945.

Wall construction in the engine room, where inaccessible, is based on
placement of ceiling joists and sheet metal nailing pattern. Portions of
the structure and equipment haove been omitted for clarity.

iﬂ MEAD POWER

AXONOMETRIC

. a replacement for the original Olin engine.

The Mead Lease pumping plant was built in
1909 by the South Penn Oil Company, one of
Pennsylvania's leading petroleum producers,
and operated until ca.I960. This site is in the
Morrison Run oil field, discovered in 1883,
which produced from both the Glade sand
and the Clarendon sand. The depth of the
Glade sand averages [250', and the
Clarendon sand 1390, and each well
produced an average of i/2 barrel of petroleum
per day. This central power operated at
least eleven wells in the immediate vicinity.
These may hove been drilled prior to 1909
and pumped by other means until this plant
was built. The Frdnklin valveless engine was

Both the engines and the Titusville lron
Company geared double-eccentric power
were regionally manufactured. The
powerhouse is @ wood-frame structure with
a corrugated tin sheet exterior and
combination of corrugated tin sheet and
wood shingle roofing. The engine room's
interior ceiling and walls were finished with
fiat tin sheeting, with heat and light provided
by a small gas stove and gas light fixture.
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